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Portland, Oregon, USA 
Sustainable Freight Planning

Daring Cities 2020
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Portland’s Freight History
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Portland’s Locational Advantage

Oregon Major Freight Corridors Inland Barge

Rail

Truck
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Fighting Climate Change

TotalMultnomahCountycarbon emissions by sector (Sector-based 
inventory, 2013). Source: Portland Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability 

Nearly 40 percent of the 
emissions from 
Multnomah County result 
from transporting people 
and goods.
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ENVIRONMENT & HEALTH | Portland has some of the 
highest diesel emissions exposure in the country

Source: Schlusser, A., Blumenstein, L. and N. Smith. 2019. “Deconstructing Diesel: A Law and Policy Roadmap for Reducing Diesel Emissions in the Portland 
Metropolitan Area.” Green Energy Institute at Lewis and Clark Law School.
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Portland Freight Planning
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1993 First city in the United States to create a local action plan for cutting carbon 

Addressing Climate Change
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2012 Sustainable Freight Strategy 

• Prepare a truck loading/parking plan

• Develop street design guidance for 
movement of delivery vehicles

• Identify incentives to encourage 
unattended delivery depots and other “last 
mile” delivery solutions 

• Apply zoning provisions to allow 
centralized freight distribution districts

• Implement off-hour delivery pilot program

• Provide incentives to purchase/lease 
electric-hybrid delivery vehicles

• Increase the use of rail, barge and other 
multi-modal freight options
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Photo credit: Ecotrust |  reddonsalmon.com
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